SWE PTSO Minutes from Sept 12, 2207

Called to Order 7pm; Adjourned 9pm

Officers present: Co-President Michele Hemmer, VP Joan Glase, Treasurer Roxanne Mirch

Officers absent: Co-President Dawn Feinman, Secretary Wendy Schwalb

Total attendance: 10

Mintues compiled by VP Joan Glase

1. Michele Hemmer presided over the meeting. She introduced herself and the other board members to the and briefly described the PTSO. 

2. The minutes were distributed. Roxanne Mirch questioned item #11 which concerned money from the former Narrowsburg Elementary School PTSO, which had been due to the Sullivan west PTSO when the schools merged in 2005. $1200 was supposed to be transferred to SW PTS0 and only $600 was. The balance went to the newly formed high school PTSO. Ms. Mirch questioned the validity of this situation and felt that former treasurer, Angela Daley didn’t have the authority to make that decision and others at the meeting agreed with her. Even though the board previously decided to drop the issue, there was a lively discussion concerning the matter and once again it was decided to drop the issue and move on.

3. Everyone in attendance introduced themselves, including principal Rebecca Green.

4. During a discussion on the new fall fund drive, Joan Glase brought up the issue that at many other schools’ parent organizations, all parents were automatically in the organization and were not required to pay dues to become a member. Roxanne Mirch noted that it was in the by-laws that a membership fee was required. It was also noted that parents should be made aware that they can still attend meetings and participate in events even though they are not paid members.

5. Roxanne Mirch was introduced as the new treasurer, since the previously elected treasurer, Wendy Julkerski, recently resigned her position due to inability to meet the demands. There was no treasurer’s report because Ms. Mirch has not seen the bank statements since last school year, but she noted that there is approximately $7000 in the account. There was also an excellent response to the fall fund drive, however, there were no totals available since envelopes were not yet opened at the time of the meeting. She also noted that a check for $400 was received from Mrs. Mullally as a repayment for a loan in the spring to help finance a 5th grade project involving permanent grocery bags.

6. Red Ribbon week was described by Principal Green as a week of substance abuse awareness and celebration of healthy bodies for children. The dates are Oct 22- 26 and there will be a theme each day for the students to participate in, including hat day, pajama day, red day, school colors day, and mis-match day. Ms. Green will be sending home a letter to the parents to explain it. She has asked the PTSO to fund the event by purchasing small items for the children, such as pins.

7. Lucas Arzilli volunteered to build and maintain a website for the PTSO. He will get the domain name sullivanwestptso.org for a nominal fee.

8. The upcoming “Meet & Greet” pizza party events were discussed. The Oct 2 date had to be changed due to Open House. A few people volunteered to take charge of certain grade nights, but many were still left open. Joan Glase announced that she got permission from Michelangelo’s Restaurant to use the back room for the events. Several members asked if it could be held at different locations to allow more of the families in the outer areas to participate. It was decided that since this was already put into motion, that it would be a consideration for next year, if we do it again.

9. Open House on Oct 2 was discussed. Ms. Hemmer asked Ms. Green if there was a need for the PTSO to provide a baby-sitting service in an area of the school for younger siblings. The PTSO will set up a table somewhere in the school to introduce themselves as well as try and recruit new members.

10. Ms. Green discussed a new after–school club to be introduced in Oct for 4th grade and up to be called the “Homework Club”.

11. Ides were discussed to raise money and recruit new members such as publishing a list of all the paid PTSO members and/or printing them on poster board to be viewed at Open House. Debbie Campenelli suggested we get local merchants to donate money and get their names advertised on a calendar or something. Ms. Glase noted that the local merchants are tired of being asked for donations from so many different groups and didn’t think it was a good idea

12. The rules for holding a Penny Social were discussed. It was noted that the PTSO cannot hold such an event, however, if another organization were to hold such an event and give the proceeds to the PTSO, that was acceptable.

13. Ms. Hemmer announced that a Lavenders catalog fundraiser was going to be going home with the students on the following Friday. She announced that there will be a Hummer Limousine ride to McDonalds (or other) for the highest selling students. She also noted that the board had chosen to distribute the sales items ourselves, rather than having them sent directly to the purchasers, for an additional 10%. Ms. Mirch noted that it was very difficult and many problems arose from doing the self distribution, as she experienced both methods in the past at Delaware valley. There was a vote to see which method would be used and it was overwhelmingly voted to forego the 10% and have the items shipped.

14. Ms. Glase spoke about the upcoming after-school enrichment classes. She noted that she applied for a grant, which will most likely come through after Jan 1 to supplement the art classes. She also questioned where the classes can be held since the room that they were held in last year, room 150, was now occupied by the after-school latch key program. There was no solution offered, however, a few people suggested the actual art room. The issue was essentially put off until a later date. Ms. Glase announced that she would like to schedule after-school yoga classes for Oct 16, 17, 18. She also has scheduled Drama classes for Jan 22, 23, 24. She introduced the Mad Science program explaining that they offer both assemblies and after-school workshops. She noted that she will investigate the idea of getting a grant to fund a Mad Science assembly. It was voted that PTSO would budget 41500 for mad Science assemblies, (including a possible tobacco free theme for red ribbon week), as well as after school workshops in November.

15. A letter from 6th grade teacher Cindy Humlecker was read for a request for $78 to purchase black-out shades for her classroom to help the students view screens when she uses high tech teaching devices. Ms. Green said the shades need to be fire-proof and meet school safety codes before they can be purchased. It was agreed by majority vote to give the money contingent on the shades meeting fire & safety codes.

16. Rebecca Kent suggested the PTSO hold a “Trunk or Treat” event for Halloween, where cars line up and open their trunks and children trick or treat in costume and receive candy. She noted it is very difficult for families to take their kids out for Halloween due to the rural nature of the community. This opened a lively debate, once again trying to find a way to involve the outer communities. Some members felt such an event should not be held in Jeffersonville, due to the distance. Some felt it should be held simultaneously in different locations, such as in Narrowsburg and Callicoon. The issue remains unresolved and Ms. Hemmer volunteered to send out a questionnaire to see if there is an interest in such an event and if so, where.

17. Catherine Novak, who in the past has chaired the food drive for local food pantries declared that a one week drive was sufficient instead of the traditional two. Some ideas were exchanged to make the food drive a competition between classroom. Ms. Green felt it was inappropriate to do such a competition, stating that giving food comes from the heart. She suggested instead that there could be a competition for collecting Campbell’s labels and Boxtops. Rebecca Kent also stated that she needs help with the Campbell Soup label program and is looking for volunteers.

18. Ms. Glase questioned whether there is a need to continue the newsletters this year. She noted that she did all the printing on her home color copier and can no longer do that. She stated that Staples refused to give a break on printing. It was suggested that she check the new printers in Jeffersonville called Echo Printers (note; she did check at a later date and found that they are not the appropriate type of printer for this project). Melissa Mirch said that the Delaware valley PTSO had previously purchased a color printer for the DV library and we should obtain that. Ms. Glase said that would solve a lot of problems. Ms green said she would look into it. (Note; Ms. Green checked with the custodians after the meeting and they claim there is no such printer, but she will look into it further.)

19. Meeting was dismissed at 9PM

