Minutes for SWEPTSO from October 10, 2007

Board Mem. Present: Hemmer, Feinman, Glase, Schwalb, Mirch

Administration:
Ms. Barsky

Meeting Began: 7:05 p.m.

1.
Minutes of September 12, 2007 accepted

2.
Treasurer’s Report: See Report distributed at meeting and copies available through Secretary of PTSO


Account Balance:  As of 6/30/07: 
$  7,965.10


Deposits to date:


$26,789.38


Expenses to date:


     $828.48 


Balance as of 10/10/07:

$33,926.00


Earmarked funds:


$16,675.45


($14,700.00 approx. to Lavender’s)


Total of available monies:

$17,250.55


Feinman mentioned an additional $500 of online sales yet to be credited.

3. Application for Debit Card:

a. Mirch needs copy of minute appointing her as treasurer.

b. Feinman made motion to appoint Mirch and Hemmer seconded motions, all were in favor of the appointment. The appointment stands.

c. Signatures on the card: Mirch, Feinman, Hemmer.

d. Some discussion of two cards one for Glase and one for Mirch.

4. Pizza Meet and Greet nights: 

a. Overall, a fantastic success. Great response.

b. Discussion re: holding event at different places/different towns.

3.               Application for Debit Card:

a.     Mirch needs copy of minutes appointing her as treasurer.

b.    Feinman made motion to appoint Mirch and Hemmer seconded motions, all were in favor of the appointment. The membership voted in Mirch as Treasurer.

c.     Signatures on the card: Mirch, Feinman, Hemmer.

d.    Some discussion of two cards one for Glase and one for Mirch.

 

4.     Pizza Meet and Greet nights:

a.     Overall, a fantastic success. Great response.

b.    Discussion re: holding event at different places/different towns.

 

5.     Lavender’s Fundraiser:

a. Fall Fund Drive for 2008-2009 would be to have an “opt out” box to check if families gave during this fund drive and then would not have to participate in further fundraisers. But, their lack of participation would still be counted as a sale if they joined/donated by way of the fund drive. Therefore, class as a whole would not be penalized by the “opting out.”

b. 6th graders do not participate in these fundraisers because they do their own for their class trip.

c. Possibly characterize Fall Fund Drive as a membership drive instead.

d. Change possible premiums (incentives) for next year’s membership drive.

e. Whatever folders or mugs are left after those needed are distributed, we could sell. Discussed $3 per folder and not price set yet for sale of mugs.

f. Limo for top sellers is donating 1-1/2 hours for publicity; needs to provide Certificate of Insurance.

g. Discussed where to take kids for lunch and how to fit all of the kids and chaperones in limo that holds only #10 people.

a. Request Wellness Committee’s opinion on where to go for lunch.

6.Membership List:

c. 81 Responses

d. See questionnaire results for details. Copies available from Secretary

7. Website:

e. Lucas Arzilli will administer and design.

f. But, Russ Johansen is taking care of the school’s website. Discussion as to who is responsible for PTSO website.

g. Arzilli feels he can easily link the school’s site to PTSO’s site once site is established.

h. Cost of Website is $19.95/month and is run through Arzilli’s own website right now. (www.justarzilli.com/PTSO) 

i. School has its own domain and so can PTSO.

j. Would be able to post minutes and newsletters and archive them there.


8. After school enrichment ideas:

k. Yoga – coming to school week of October 15; Possibly Yoga for teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week (May 2008).

l. NaCl Theater- presenting a drama class in mid-January 2008; discussed what rooms would be available and that all gyms seemed to be occupied for those dates; need space for r#15-20 children; ’38 gym would be best location due to amount of space; Need to put in a request.

m. Ceramics classes in Feb.-need art room

n. Cooking classes:
Could Latch Key be temporarily moved for these classes? Ms. Barsky will try to get an answer.

o. Discussion about First Come-First Served depends largely on the teachers handing the forms out on the same day to make that system fair, any other way to do it? Would add another class if the response was so great.

9.Trunk or Treat:

p. Discussion re: details, too late for this event to be planned properly, enough interest? Responses to poll sent home have been slow to come back, so far 4-Yes, 1-No, difficult logistics; check with other towns that have done this

q. Wait until next year?

10.Ms. Barsky asked that all handouts also be placed in her box so that she is always aware   of activities; currently, mechanical issues with copier; Anne Marie Jones is the copy person.


11.Soup Labels:  Chairs- Rebecca Kent and Dawn Feinman

r. Need group to sort and count


 

s. Set a date, get kids to help count

t. Is there a goal in mind for how to use/spend the funds? Cameras? 

12.Big Brother/Big Sister Ideas: 

u. Pair up 6th graders with high school kids to help them meet before 7th grade starts to help acclimate them to the HS faster. 

v. Try to organize fun event(s) for them. Pair up with seniors.

w. Possibly at No T.V. Week or during Family/Student Fun Day  

13.Phoneraiser:

x. Minimum effort fund Raiser: Collect old, unused cell phones and used ink cartridges and send to Phoneraiser for donations in return.

y. Initially keep donation box in office, then possibly out to front desk by pick-up doors. 

z. No cell phones allowed in school so this idea would need oversight by office.

aa. Schwalb to set this up, contact Villa Roma and Post Offices also.

14. Im4FUN:

ab. Game show fund raiser

ac. Schwalb will find out more

15.Meet the Principal Night:

ad. 40 RSVPs so far

ae. Will not use kitchen

af. Many corn bread bakers.

ag. Please bring in crock pots/chafing dishes

ah. Requested use of cafeteria and tables

ai. Requested help of a janitor

aj. Bringing our own cups, bowls and spoons

16.Red Ribbon Week (Signifies “Drug-Free”)

ak. Week of 10/22/07

al. Suggested holding a poster contest for younger grades


am. Purchasing red ribbons or red rubber bracelets for each student

an. Spirit Week-like activities.

ao. PTSO requested through Ms. Barsky that this actually be school-sponsored rather than PTSO; PTSO would lend support.

17.Moving Meeting Night: 

ap. Difficult for some members to attend on Wed. nights.

aq. Discussed option of alternating Tues. and Wed.


18.Awards Ceremonies:

ar. Great discussion held, many ideas discussed and alternatives to the homework award ceremonies presented.

as. Hemmer gave ideas from Livingston Manor of those who achieve academically each marking period to have their own brief but special cider and doughnuts (or the like) party each quarter and receive a certificate then without parent involvement

at. Ms. Novak entered sentiments of not having enough opportunities to attend the school during its regular operations to get a glimpse of her and consequently, all or our, children’s day; enjoyed the ceremony as is and wanted something to remain or to create other opportunities to view the kids’ day; kids do want their parents to come to school and see them at work.

au. Agreed by all that kids do need and deserve recognition.

av. But, the discussion centered on who should get recognition and what type of recognition.

aw. No conclusions reached, matter tabled for future discussions.

19.
     Meeting Adjourned: 9:05 p.m.

Submitted by: Wendy J. Schwalb, Secretary

